
Speech Intelligibility Rating Scale 

This Speech Intelligibility Rating Scale is designed to help speech-language pathologists, educators, 
and caregivers assess the clarity of speech in individuals. It provides a systematic method to evaluate 
and document speech intelligibility levels, facilitating targeted interventions and monitoring progress 
over time.

Rating Scale

Rate the individual's speech according to the following scale, from completely intelligible to completely 
unintelligible.

1. Completely Intelligible: Speech is clear and understandable in all contexts, even to unfamiliar 
listeners.

2. Mostly Intelligible: Speech is generally clear; occasional misunderstandings may occur with 
unfamiliar listeners in complex contexts.

3. Understandable with Effort: Speech is understandable to those familiar with the individual, though 
effort is required. Unfamiliar listeners may struggle without additional context.

4. Frequently Unintelligible: Speech is often difficult to understand, even by those familiar with the 
individual, particularly in less structured or noisier environments.

5. Completely Unintelligible: Speech is rarely to never understood, even by familiar listeners, across 
most contexts.

Instructions for Use

Step 1: Listen to the individual speaking in various contexts (e.g., conversation, reading aloud).

Step 2: Note the clarity of speech and how often the listener understands without needing 
clarification.

Step 3: Based on your observations, select the rating that best describes the individual's overall 
speech intelligibility.

Step 4: Use the results to identify areas for potential intervention and to track changes in speech 
intelligibility over time.
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	Individuals Name: Emily Johnson
	Date of Assessment: April 13, 2024
	Assessors Name: Sarah Brown
	Notes on Speech ClarityRow1: Emily's speech exhibits occasional clarity, but generally, listeners who are not familiar with her might struggle without additional context. Her speech tends to be more understandable when she is in a quiet room and can focus on articulating clearly. However, in group settings or noisier environments, her words become less distinct, making it difficult for unfamiliar listeners to understand without repeated communication or simplification of language.
	Recommended Interventions if anyRow1: Targeted Speech Therapy: Focusing on articulation exercises can help improve the clarity of Emily's speech. Regular sessions with a speech-language pathologist can aid in practicing and refining these skills.

Environmental Modifications: Reducing background noise during conversations and ensuring a quiet setting can help minimize misunderstandings and improve overall speech intelligibility.

Communication Strategies: Training Emily in using gestures and visual aids to support her verbal communication can be beneficial. This strategy helps both the speaker and the listener by providing additional context clues, which can enhance understanding.

Listener Strategies: Educating frequent communicators with Emily about effective strategies to facilitate better understanding, such as asking clarifying questions or encouraging Emily to repeat or rephrase sentences when misunderstandings occur.
	Group1: Choice3


