
Interpersonal Therapy Techniques

Role-playing

Practical application is key in IPT, where role-playing exercises help clients practice new 
communication strategies. Feedback and guidance enhance interpersonal skills, ensuring real-world 
effectiveness.

How it works: The therapist might role-play difficult interpersonal situations (such as confronting a 
friend about hurtful behavior) with the client. The client practices new communication strategies in a 
safe space, which helps build confidence and prepares them for real-life interactions.

Exploration of emotions

IPT encourages a deep dive into emotional experiences within relationships. Understanding the 
connection between emotions and interpersonal dynamics is crucial for promoting lasting positive 
change

How it works: In IPT, the therapist helps clients identify and articulate their emotional responses. As 
an example, if a client is experiencing a conflict with a family member but is unsure of how they feel, 
the therapist might ask guiding questions like, "How did that situation make you feel?" or "What 
emotions are you experiencing when you think about this person?"



Communication analysis

Recognizing the pivotal role communication plays in relationships, IPT involves analyzing 
communication patterns. By identifying barriers and fostering open dialogue, individuals learn to 
express emotions effectively.

How it works: The therapist will work with the client to explore underlying emotions and develop 
healthier communication strategies, such as assertiveness and active listening.

Encouragement of affective expression

Recognizing the importance of expressing emotions, therapists in IPT foster an environment where 
clients feel safe sharing their feelings.

How it works: Some individuals, especially those with depression or anxiety, may suppress their 
feelings or have trouble articulating them. The therapist encourages the client to express their 
emotions openly and constructively, improving emotional regulation and enhancing relationships.



Problem-solving

Collaborative problem-solving is a cornerstone of IPT, involving identifying specific issues, setting 
realistic goals, and developing actionable plans. 

How it works: The therapist will help the client break down difficult interpersonal problems into 
manageable components. They may brainstorm potential solutions and evaluate the pros and cons of 
each. This empowers the client to approach interpersonal issues more strategically and with greater 
confidence.
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